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Response to safer journeys

March 2014

Karen Hay Road Safety Manager
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• advance the Safe System 
approach

• address speed as a cause

Safer Journey key actions

• address speed as a cause 
of road death and serious 
injury

• improve roads and 
roadsides 

• improve the safety of the 
New Zealand vehicle fleet

• reduce crashes caused by 
impaired road users
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• 257 fatalities  

• 1,945 Serious Injuries 

Social cost of crashes

Auckland Transport – Road Safety

500

Auckland Region Serious and Fatal Crashes

• Social cost of crashes 
amount to $3.3 billion

• Driver distraction

• Speeding

• Vulnerable road users

• Intersections

• Rural roads
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Effective transport = safety + efficiency 
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Safe roads and roadsides

• Improve high risk intersections

• High risk rural roads

• Risk management

• Reduce risk on high-risk 
motorcycling routesmotorcycling routes 

And focus on Vunerable Road 
users
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Safety of Motorcycles and Mopeds
• Requires a higher level of both vehicle 

control and cognitive skills  than car 
d i idriving

• The risk of a motorcyclist being killed or 
seriously injured in a crash is about 18 
times higher than for a car driver

• Reduce the road fatality rate of 
motorcycle and moped riders of 
12 per 100,000 population

• Victoria, Australia has a road fatality 
rate of 8 per 100,000 population

A motorcyclist has been killed in an accident 
on Auckland's Dominion Road
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Motorcycling as a means of Transport
Auckland Council Transport Perceptions Report 2012
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Safe System Urban Motorcycle 
Demonstration ? Project

T k th id th d• To keep the rider on the road

• If the rider does come off the 
road, minimise the impact of 
surrounding environment

• To ensure that the Crash/Injury 
Response is efficient (Golden 
Hour)

• Apply the safe system approach
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Rural Intersection 
warning sign 

• Sign 1 Alerts passing 
motorists of vehicle 
approaching on side road

• Sign 2 to reduces speed 
to 70km/h 
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Case Study 1: Results
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• Three schools selected

60km/h 
school speed zone trial

• Outcome:

• Significant change in vehicle 
speed and reduction of the speed 
profile during sign operation times  

• Crossing/turning crash risk reduced 
due to slower and consistent speed 

f hi hi l f d iof approaching vehicles for drivers 
pulling in/out of school entrances 

• No change in vehicle speeds 
outside sign operation times
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Transformational change is on 
the horizon
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Slower speed areas
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Safe System Initiatives for Child 
Safety

Safe Roads & Roadsides
Safety engineering  to create safer journey to and from school
Improved land use planning for pedestrianized areasImproved land‐use planning for pedestrianized areas

Safe Speeds
Speed limit programme e.g. 40k speed zones
Advanced Warning Signage (Urban & Rural trials)

Safe Vehicles
Child restraint improvements /regulations

Safe Road Users
Cycling & walking safety training/education
Promote Child travel on Public TransportPromote Child travel on Public Transport
Targeting road safety in high‐risk communities
Enforcement of road user regulations by Police e.g. Back to School 
Campaign
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Child safety 
• Children aged 0-14 years remain at 

most risk of hospitalisation, with a rate 
of 33 5 per 100 000 head of populationof 33.5 per 100,000 head of population. 

• Followed by 15-24 years olds  at a rate 
of 26.5 per 100,000. 

• Children in the Auckland region (29% 
of the nation's children) account for 

% f44% of the nation's child pedestrian 
hospitalisations 

• Their rate of pedestrian injury 
hospitalisation is 49.5 per 100,000.
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Congestion busters 

• 12,000 cars taken off the 
road every dayroad every day 

• Reduction in car travel of 
135,000 kilometres a year 

• Annual congestion benefit of 
more than $20 million 
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Thank You 


