
Finding the right GREEN road 
for Cycle Routes

Mike Smith
National Specialist – Road Safety

Dave Aldridge
Technical Director – Civil Engineering

Begin with the end in mind
Stephen Covey



 The share an idea approach gave the Authorities a 
clear direction of what was wanted for the recovery 
of Christchurch:

 Liveable,

 Shared use,

 Slow Speeds,

 Excellent Cycle facilities,

The Public Mandate

John Hannah Christchurch Cycleway Program Manager



 Origin and Destination can be easy 
making it work between the two is the issue!

 Social and Network impacts

 need clear evaluation that is defendable for the Politicians

 Developed an expanded MCA process for route evaluation and choice

 CROW and other documents give some good ideas for route selection

Route Selection



Optioneering

Large residential zone with local 
business, schools and commute cyclists

Understand the routes

Use a robust MCA assessment process



Multi-Criteria Assessment

Conventinal MCA

Safety
Directness
Coherence and connectivity
Attractiveness and social safety
Comfort
Others

Modified MCA

Safety and Comfort Directness and Coherence

Connectivity to Amenity within the corridor Social Safety and Attractiveness

Local Business Impact Local Resident Impact

Operational and Network Impacts Ease of Construction and Costs

Land Requirements /Easements /Other Agreements



MCA Evaluation Spreadsheet



Which Facility for the Route?

 Research the different 
standards,

 Understand the implications 
and mitigations required

 Be realistic about the 
appropriate facility



Route / Facilities Selection



 Political Mandate to address these issues

 Individual arguments – change to Social Argument

 Understand the real needs

 Alternate arrangements –consider and detail

 Safe turning requirements

 Parking and no-stopping Regulations 

Parking and Access



Access Movement Impacts

Standard design

Modified design

 Always understand how an access will be used

 Consider the view from the drivers perspective

 Facility type has a large influence on safety



Parking Impacts



 The selection of the best cycle route is fraught with hidden issues

 Understand the characteristics and environment(s) of the route(s)

 You need a clear mandate to work from

 MUST use a robust evaluation of the proposed route

 Exceptions MUST be documented to ensure that our governance \
Politicians can defend our decisions

Summary Begin with the end in mind
Stephen Covey


