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Equity and social impacts in 
Transport Policy



Ensure more 
sustainable and 

equitable development



T
ra

n
s
p

o
rt

 P
o

li
c
ie

s

Vehicle 

ownership/availabilit

y

Availability/ 

accessibility of 

public transport

Local air quality

Demo-graphics

Exposure to air 

pollution

Transport system 

noise

Social isolation

Personal safety

Physical inactivity

Traffic accidents

Greenhouse gas and 

particulate 

emissions/ climate 

change

Obesity, over-

weight, cardio-

metabolic risk 

factors

Road trauma

Respira-tory 

disease

Heat stress

Infec-tious 

disease

Mental illness

Major chronic 

disease

Socio-economic position and locational disadvantage

LSF wellbeing 

domains, Māori 

wellbeing domains, 

wellbeing capitals, 

transport outcomes 

frameworks

Access to safe 

walking & cycling 

routes

Cost of transport

Access to 

destinations

Potential for mobility Trip frequency, 

distance, travel 

times and 

expenses

Participa-tion in 

activities

Exposure to noise

Safety of 

environment (vehicle 

and urban)

Risk of traffic accident

Traffic

Transport 

Resources

Opportun-

ities & Risks 
Outcomes & Wellbeing

Consider impact 
pathways



Social Impact Assessment in 
Transport

• Traditional transport appraisal methods have 
prioritised mobility over accessibility

• Broader social impacts are not well 
accounted for

• Environmental and economic impacts have 
been better integrated

• Omitting social impacts draws into question 
investment decisions predicated on social 
outcomes (Searle & Legacy, 2019; Mottee & Howitt, 2018)

• Social impacts are positive too!

Proactive approach to  
better outcomes



“Awareness of the differential 
distribution of impacts among 
different groups in society, and 
particularly the impact burden 
experienced by vulnerable groups in 
the community should always be of 
prime concern”  (Vanclay, 2003): p7).

• Who benefits, and who loses?

• At its simplest a disaggregation of costs 
and benefits



Equity

• What is fair? 

• How can we redistribute transport 
resources to ensure fairer outcomes for 
everyone?
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SIA and the 
policy 
lifecycle

Adaptive

Reflexive, 
evaluative and 

continually 
developing

Prospective AND 
retrospective


