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Todays focus  

PNG: Helping create healthy people: TG Conference 2023

2

▪What is the PNG? 

▪PNG and healthy people  

▪Applying the PNG in practice – using 
a scenario in my hood
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PNG: What is it?
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▪Provides best practice guidance 
specifically based on NZ 
regulatory/operating environment.

▪Promotes a consistent approach to 
planning, designing, managing 
and maintaining the walking 
network. 

▪Comprises nine main topic areas.



PNG: What is it?
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▪ Second level topics

Second level topics Third level topics



Pedestrian Network Guidance (PNG) – What is it?
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▪ It outlines advise for helping decide on the type 
of provision that should be made, including for 
those with a wide range of disabilities.

▪ It also provides examples and case studies.



Pedestrian Network Guidance (PNG) – What is it?

PNG: Helping create healthy people: TG Conference 2023

7

▪ It applies to places used by 
pedestrians, including:

⁻ Streets, shared spaces, plazas 

⁻ Paths through parks and 
recreational areas

▪ It applies to new developments, facility 
upgrades and existing environments.



PNG: What is it?
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▪ The PNG exists within a Waka Kotahi 
multimodal guidance ecosystem and wider 
guidance ecosystem.

▪ The Aotearoa Urban Street Planning and 
Design Guide is at the centre offering 
guidance to create multimodal streets. 

▪ The Cycle Network Guidance (CNG) and the 
Public Transport Design Guide (PTDG) are 
also online frameworks and reference each 
other throughout.  



PNG and Healthy people
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Applying the PNG in practice
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▪ The Aotearoa Urban Street Planning 
and Design Guide recognises that 
creating good urban streets is an 
iterative, non-linear process. 

▪ The discover and create phases of the 
process are most closely tied to the 
planning and design of urban streets 
and spaces.  

▪ Today will look at a scenario through 
the discover and create phases using 
the PNG guidance.



Scenario – Opawa Road
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▪ Here is the informal crossing location and the worn grass where people wait to 
cross the road.  

▪ A scope for the project was further refined to look at a section of Opawa Road not 
just the location of concern. 



Scenario - Context
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▪ Predominately residential 
area, some shops, a school 
and other destinations

▪ Approximately 7,600 vpd

▪ 50km/hour speed limit (at time 
of writing the paper)

Church

School

Shops

Heathcote 
River



Scenario – Discovery phase
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▪ Relevant PNG guidance:

⁻ Planning – Pedestrian planning principles 

⁻ Planning – Walkability

⁻ Design – Pedestrian design principles

⁻ Design – Crossings



Scenario – Discovery
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▪ Safe, obvious and step free (SOS)



Scenario – Discovery 

PNG: Helping create healthy people: TG Conference 2023

15

▪ Pedestrian network characteristics
SAFE

INCLUSIVE

COMFORTABLE

DIRECT

LEGIBLE

CONNECTED

ATTRACTIVE



Scenario - Create

PNG: Helping create healthy people: TG Conference 2023

16

Street 
environment 

considerations

Selection 
flowchart

Context table



Scenario – Create phase
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▪ Design – Crossings – selection flow chart

▪ A signalised crossing would not be appropriate 
given the out-of-context nature, essentially 
drivers will not be expecting them. 

▪ A raised zebra crossing would also not be 
expected so close to a bend, even if low 
operating speeds can be achieved.  

▪ A median refuge would not give priority but 
would simplify the task of crossing the road and 
help reduce traffic speeds, and a zebra is close 
by for those that need a priority crossing.



Scenario – Create phase
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▪ xxx 

Concept proposal

Trim vegetation



Scenario – Create phase
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▪ xxx 

Recently implemented 

markings as part of 

speed management 

project 

Recently implemented 

raised zebra crossing

Recently implemented projects

Speed limit to 
be reduced



Wrap up
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▪ Following through the PNG guidance in a logical manner and with prompts for 
considering the context of the area, rather than just the crossing site, a 
crossing was found to be needed at the location of concern but within a wider 
improvement area.  

▪ The key area improvement needed was a lower operating speed to be 
achieved through a 30km/hour speed limit and supporting treatments such as 
raised platforms and the wide median that contains the crossing. 

▪ This outcome would support wider benefits and contribute to making the area 
more walkable.  More walkability equals healthier people.  
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